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Science Presentations
Look for December science video clips pictures on our Team Shutterfly Website

Literature Circles:
We would like to thank those who have signed up to be round 2 literature circle leaders beginning February 4th.  We are still looking for approximately 3 more volunteers.  You may sign up on the shutterfly website.  
Chinese New Year:
Our Chinese New Year celebration is just around the corner!  Thank you for the overwhelming response to volunteer for our Chinese New Year. TEAM students are really getting excited about this day.  The committee has arranged for a wonderful catered Chinese meal for us to enjoy.  They have also planned a few fun and educational activities about the Chinese culture and New Year.   The cost of our luncheon will be $4.00 in CASH. You may begin sending this payment in on Monday. ****Vegetarian options are available!***  We are so grateful for these ladies and their willingness to create such a meaningful day for our TEAM.  If you would like to help, contact William Lui’s mother, Yan.
Portfolio Pictures
One of the benefits of having our Shutterfly website is for parents to have many picture memories available for them to enjoy as the year progresses.  The students worked today to organize projects they have completed thus far in the year.  We are now in need of parent help to print pictures of your children for their personal portfolios here at school.  Please consider purchasing several images from the beginning of the year until now that would showcase important moments in your students’ time in TEAM.  We are shooting for a deadline to have your children’s printed pictures to school by the end of the month.

Focus Word in 2014
This is the time of year when we set goals and aspire to be better by making resolutions.  TEAM students are being asked to come up with one word to focus upon in the New Year.  We encourage conversations at home so the students might find an inspiring word to act upon throughout the year.  Ask, “What do I want to work on to make myself a better person?  What is a weakness that I possess that I would like to improve upon in 2014?”  Then turn into a positive!  Write the same word on 2 index cards.  One will be posted in the classroom and the other will be kept in the pencil box for students to see as a daily reminder of the intended goal or inspiration.   Example words:  smile, leadership, honesty, punctual, listening, focus, smile, honesty, organization, laugh, helping, empathy, friendship, responsible, initiative, patience, effort, caring, cooperate, etc.  There are many more!  What is your word this year?
Dibels Testing
We have entered the testing window for all 2nd and 1st graders.  We may be calling for help, if we find that we are running short on time.  If some of you are able to pop in throughout the day, that may be very helpful to us if even just 30 minutes.  
Box Top Contest
This month, PTO is having a friendly competition between classrooms to see which classroom can collect the most box tops.  PTO will host a Spring Break PIZZA Party for the winning class on March 14th.  Weekly classroom totals will be posted in the commons.  It is very important to bring your box tops in a zip-lock baggie with your teacher’s name and grade level written on the front so we give credit to the right classroom.  
Calendar of Events
· Jan. 13th:  Return WEB minutes.  Please sign.
· January 17th Science demonstrations begin.  Ranveer, Melody, Manya, Alex
· January 16th Spelling Test Resumes
· Jan 17th: Deadline for $$$ toward Chinese New Year.
· Jan 20th: No School
· Jan 31st: Chinese New Year Celebration
· February 4th Discussion 1 – Literature Circles 
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